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GENEii, Category 2, Honorable Mention 
 
Eva Continues the Family Tradition 
by Carla Garner 

 
Rachel Eva Jeffery contemplated their move north while she tried to get comfortable on the 
hard wooden train bench.  Mary Ann’s and her new husband, Frank DeVoe1, sat across the isle 
from Eva. Eva thought this 1871 journey an easy one compared to the pioneering stories told by 
their mother and grandmother.  The once long wagon ride to a new residence was now replaced 
by a shorter train trip and even included a boxcar to transport their livestock and some goods.  
All they needed to do upon arrival in Yankton was hire a wagon to get their goods to their 
homestead claims.2 They would be meeting one of Frank’s brothers3, when they arrived at the 
claim. Mary Ann had made good use of her time this past year, sewing and weaving so that she 
and Frank would have a comfortable home.  Eva did not have a man to worry about, so she took 
care of the basic needs for a claim-shack size home; a few rugs and some linens.  Maybe she 
would be able to spruce up her place more as she generated income from teaching.   
 
Eva and Mary were both graduates of Normal School in Plattsville, Wisconsin.4  Eva had saved 
her earnings from teaching school there, and in Nebraska, in order to file on her claim.5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Continued teaching in the Dakotas6 would allow improvements on her home place and maybe 
even let her get a milk cow and a team of her own.  Since a large portion of the DeVoe family 
filed a claim in the same area7, she could hire Frank or one of his brothers to put in a crop for 
her at planting time. Eva would not be alone in their new home, but oh, how she would miss her 
dear parents and brothers. They and their families had been left back in Nebraska. Hard as the 
decision was, this was an opportunity for her to make her way. Eva had decided to go north.   
 
She was a pioneer, just like her parents and her grandparents before her.  Hadn’t her 
grandparents, John and Mary Bishop Jeffery, come all the way from Ireland to settle the wild 
Ohio lands in 1819?8 John and Mary’s son, William, came with wife Sarah Burney and their 
extended families from Ohio to Wisconsin9 and in their later years those two, along with a young 
Eva, followed their children to the fertile Nebraska prairie.10 Her family always moved onward to 
better places and a better opportunity.  
 
Today, Eva and her sister looked ahead to settling in their own ground in the Dakota Territory.  
She did not know she would survive bitter cold winters and summer droughts like the Great 
Drought of the 1880’s.  She would do well enough to prove up on her claim and eventually sell 
her land and goods to move with the new century to Deer Park, Washington. For now though, 
Eva looked out the window up front of the train and forward to her future. 
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